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Purpose

To provide students with the ability to talk to others and
gather information beyond the world of English, which will
contribute to their personal development in becoming an
informed and responsible world citizen.
To provide students with valuable communicative skills for
today’s changing global job market and acquaint them with
the foremost thinkers and writers of countries beyond the
English speaking world. Studying second languages and the
cultures in which they are spoken, as well as the literature
which best represents their most celebrated expression, will
widen students’ intercultural awareness.

Promise

To think outside the box: students will think imaginatively,
using new, imaginative ideas instead of traditional or
expected ideas.
To invest our time and energy in continuous improvement,
innovation and opportunities.
To be visible and recognized as the city’s best International
Languages & Culture program.

The program is designed:
•

To foster a global mindset.

•

To improve a student’s ability to understand and communicate with
people from different origins, cultures, and backgrounds.

•

To increase a student’s competitiveness in a global and multilingual
market.

School finalists for the Dictée PGL
with Dr. Alain Verbeke
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A World For Any Language & Culture
The 21st century has connected us to the world in unprecedented ways. The
Department of Languages & Culture offers students the skills to communicate
with the global community in two important world languages: French and
Spanish. In addition, we offer Chinese and American Sign Language during Focus
Friday and workshops in Japanese, Hindi and Portuguese.
Learning a new language and studying its culture opens up exciting horizons for
students’ intellectual, professional and social life, which empowers them with a
renewed understanding of their own language and cultural practices.
It has been estimated that less than 6% of the world’s population speaks English
as its primary language and, although twice as many may speak it as a second
or third language, this still means that anywhere from 75% to 80% of the world
population does not.
More recently, a growing body of research has been exploring the neurological
benefits of multilingualism, suggesting that mastery of more than one language
enhances an individual’s cognitive abilities and may ward off the onset of
dementia and other age-related diseases. Studies on common factors shared
between society’s historically recognized greatest thinkers have shown that most
of them spoke more than one language.

International Languages - 3 Streams
1 - French Immersion
Why study French? - Pourquoi étudier le français ?
French is spoken in 57 countries and on all five continents. French is also the
official language in 29 countries, which puts it in second place behind English.
These countries include: Belgium, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon,
Canada, Chad, the Ivory Coast, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti,
Equatorial Guinea, France, Haiti, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Mali, Monaco, Niger,
Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Switzerland, Togo, and Vanuatu. French is also the
procedural language for the EU, the only language used for deliberations at the
Court of Justice for the EU, and one of the recognized working languages of the
United Nations.
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French is one of the official languages of the United Nations, UNESCO, NATO, the
Red Cross, and the Olympic Games.
French is an official language of Canada and therefore, crucial to anyone entering
the field of Canadian politics. Given the percentage of Canadians whose first
language is French, it is also critical for the Canadian business world. At the
international level, French is the secod most important language for business
transactions worldwide. France and the French-speaking countries play an active
part in the world economy, accounting for some 20% of world trade in goods.
How Many People In The World Speak French?
The simple answer is “about 300 million,” but this obscures a more complicated
profile of the language. The 300 million includes not only native speakers but
also partial speakers and speakers of numerous French dialects and creoles.
Through colonization and diaspora, French is the sixth most widely spoken
language in the world (list of languages by total number of speakers, first
language + second language combined), following English, Mandarin Chinese,
Hindi-Urdu, Spanish, and Arabic.
Owing to population growth in Africa, where approximately 50% of native French
speakers live, the total number of French speakers could rise to as many as 700
million by 2050, according to demographers.
In 2016, French became the third most studied language after English (over a
billion speakers) and Hindi/Urdu, with almost 200 million students and 500,000
teachers. It was officially announced by the Business School for the World INSEAD.
French also has a role to play in global communication, thanks to the
international media channels TV5Monde (55 million weekly viewers), France
24 (45.4 million weekly viewers), and Radio France International (40.1 million
listeners) and the Internet.

Le Malade imaginaire, « Molière en
scène », Grade 7 students
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Program of Studies (French Immersion)
1.

French Language Arts / FLA (Grades 7-12)

2.

English Language Arts / ELA (Grades 7-12)

3.

Math in French (Grades 7-11) / Math in English (Grade 12)

4.

Social Studies in French / Social Studies (Grades 7-12)

5.

Science in French (Grades 7-9) / Science in English (Grades 10-12)

6.

Physical Education in French (Grades 7- 10) / Physical Education in English
(Grades 11- 12)

7.

PATs in Grade 9 in French (FLA – Math – Science – Social Studies)

8.

PATs in Grade 9 in English (ELA)

9.

Diploma Exams in FLA & Social Studies in French (Grade 12)

10. Diploma Exams in ELA, Math, Chemistry, Physics, Biology in English
(Grade 12)
11.

French 30 Challenge Exam (Grade 12)

12. Advanced Placement French Language and Culture / AP French 35
(Grade 11)
13. Options in English: Fine Arts – Band – Multimedia – Leadership – Engineering
- Business (Grades 7-12)

WIC Bilingual Diploma
The Bilingual Diploma is awarded to those Grade 12 students who have
successfully completed 45 credits of study in which the language of instruction
was French. Please refer to page 13 for more details.

The Advanced Placement French Language and Culture
(AP 35 French / Grade 11)
•

The AP French Language and Culture course emphasizes communication
(understanding and being understood by others) by applying interpersonal,
interpretive, and presentational skills in real-life situations. This includes
vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies, and cultural
awareness. The AP French Language and Culture course strives not to
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overemphasize grammatical accuracy at the expense of communication.
•

The AP French Language and Culture course engages students in an
exploration of culture in both contemporary and historical contexts. The
course develops students’ awareness and appreciation of cultural products
(e.g., tools, books, music, laws, conventions, institutions); practices (patterns
of social interactions within a culture); and perspectives (values, attitudes,
and assumptions).

•

AP 35 French (Grade 11) School Average: 85%

DELF (B1-B2)
•

In addition, all French Immersion students have access to the DELF secondlanguage proficiency assessments (Diplôme d’études en langue française). It
is an internationally recognized certification awarded by the French Ministry
of Education to prove the French-Language skills of non-native speakers of
French. It is offered in 160 countries. A series of examinations evaluate the
four communication skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

•

The DELF B2, which is the level that WIC’s Grade 12 French Immersion
students take, is necessary to satisfy the language requirement for admission
to a university in France. Since education is decentralized in Canada, under
provincial and territorial responsibility, each educational institution, such as
school boards and post-secondary institutions, make their own decisions.
Currently, many are evaluating how the DELF will be accepted, with
discussions around advanced placement, to advanced credit, to a complete
realignment of the second language programs with the Common European
Framework of Reference, which is the case with the University of Montréal.

Student Ambassadors for the French Immersion Programme
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As this continues to progress, it appears that Canadian universities are
looking for ways to recognize the DELF within their institutional guidelines.
•

Employment opportunities always increase with a second language,
especially in a bilingual country such as Canada. Parallel to post-secondary
institutions, many companies and chambers of commerce are now taking
note of the DELF and its importance. Human resources departments,
including those of school boards, are now lending additional consideration to
the DELF, with the potential of eventually requiring it.

•

DELF B1 (Grades 8-9) French Immersion School Average: 82%

•

DELF B2 (Grades 10-11) French Immersion School Average: 75%

French Linguistic Immersion Trips
Québec Cultural studies trip – January 29 to February 2, 2019
This four-day trip to the city of Québec enables Grades 7 and 8 students to enjoy
a first-hand experience in French, engaging in authentic interactions with native
speakers in a francophone environment.
Students will gain insights into the history of Canada and the French-Canadian
culture. Most importantly, they will make memories in French.
Here is the programme for 2019:
Quebec Cultural Studies Trip – Hotel: Fairmont Le Chateau Frontenac – Old City
of Quebec – Lower Town – Battlefields Park – Martello Tower – Artillery Park –
Dog Sledding – Hotel de Glace “the only ice hotel in North America” - Morrin
Cultural Centre – Quebec Civilization Museum – Montmorency Falls – Ecole
de Cirque – Sugar Shack – Traditional Food – Live Music – Hockey game “Les
remparts”.

Québec City
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Destination Clic
Destination Clic is a summer bursary program for francophone students in
Grades 8 and 9 who attend a French-as-a-first language school and live outside
Quebec. This program allows students to improve their French language skills
by doing activities that are tailored to the things they love to do and by meeting
other Francophones from across the country.
Four Grade 9 French Immersion students qualified for a full scholarship of $2000
each for participating in Destination Clic in 2017-2018. They had the opportunity
to spend three weeks at the University of Ottawa and of Université du Québec à
Trois-Rivières.
Explore
Explore is a five-week intensive French Immersion bursary program that is
offered during the spring or summer for students in Grades 11 and 12 with any
skill level in French. All participating institutions provide participants with an
official certificate.
Recognition of credits depends on the educational institution that the student
attends in the academic year following their participation in the program.
Students should approach that institution directly to ask about credits.

International Languages Awards and Scholarships
Bilingual Diploma
The Bilingual Diploma is awarded to those Grade 12 students who have
successfully completed 45 credits of study in which the language of instruction
was French.
French Language Arts
This award is given to the Grade 12 student who receives the highest combined
mark in French Language Arts 30 and French AP.

Paige Stone, Sydney Nelson, Lauren Over, Malina Watson,
receiving the scholarship for participating in Destination Clic.
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Creative Writing Award
This award of excellence is given to the student who has, in the eyes of the
English and French departments, displayed the greatest talent for creative
writing in both official languages of Canada.

2. French as a Second Language (FSL)
Program of Studies
Second-language learning provides significant cognitive and academic benefits.
It is known to enhance first-language and overall literacy skills as well as provide
a foundation for the learning of additional languages. In an era of increasing
globalization, it is critical to heighten students’ awareness that English-French
bilingualism is an economic and cultural asset both within Canada and beyond.
The goal of our 7-9 FSL program is for students to gain a solid foundation in
French in order to communicate at a basic level. They will gain insight into
French as a living language spoken around the world and be able to compare
and contrast French cultures with their own.
At the 10-20-30 level, students continue to develop the skills necessary (listening,
speaking, reading, and writing) to become lifelong learners. They are given
multiple opportunities to:
•

listen and respond to texts and to others

•

speak and interact with others

•

read, view, and respond to a variety of texts

•

write a variety of texts for many different purposes and audiences

Listening and speaking skills are the springboards to reading and writing. While
the curriculum strikes a balance between these four distinct but interconnected
skills, oral communication (listening and speaking), is paramount for second
language acquisition.

Kate Haig class of 2018, receiving the Creative Writing Award from Mr. Loewen
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DELF (A1 – A2)
All FSL students have access to the DELF second-language proficiency
assessments (Diplôme d’études en langue française). It is an internationally
recognized certification awarded by the French Ministry of Education to prove
the French-Language skills of non-native speakers of French. It is offered in
160 countries. A series of examinations evaluate the four communication skills:
listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
•

DELF A1 (Grades 8-9-10) FSL School Average: 90%

•

DELF A2 (Grades 8-9-10) FSL School Average: 86%

3. Spanish as a Second Language
Why Study Spanish as a Second Language? - ¿Por qué aprender español?
There are many Spanish speaking countries in the world as Spanish is the
official language the following countries: Puerto Rico, Argentina, Bolivia, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Equatorial
Guinea, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru,
Spain, Uruguay, and Venezuela. Although it is not an official language, Spanish is
commonly spoken in the United States, Belize, Andorra, and Gibraltar.
Spanish is the fourth most widely spoken language in the world (list of languages
by total number of speakers, first language + second language combined),
following English, Mandarin, Chinese, and Hindi-Urdu. There are more than 512
million speakers of Spanish. In addition to the 442 million native speakers, just
shy of 70 million people around the world speak Spanish as a second language.
In the United States, more than 41 million people speak Spanish as a first
language (about 13% of the population), and that number continues to grow.
Additionally, the U.S. is home to nearly 12 million bilingual Spanish speakers.
This makes it the second-largest Spanish speaking country in the world (after
Mexico), but one study predicts it will be the largest by 2050. Spanish is the most
studied language in the U.S.

DELF A-2
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Apart from the common advantages related to the learning of an international
language, Spanish permits insight into the rich and varied cultures developed in
the Spanish-speaking world. Opportunities for Spanish learners are abundant.
You can learn Spanish for travel, work, or to connect with your neighbours.
In today’s global world, the knowledge of a second language and culture like
Spanish is an economic advantage for individuals, providing skills that enable
them to communicate and interact effectively in the global marketplace and
workplace.
Facts about Spanish:
•

50% of American college students and more than 70% of K-12 students
choose to learn Spanish.

•

Spanish is the third most used language on the Internet.

•

Spanish is one of the easiest languages to learn for native English speakers

•

Arabic has had a large influence on the Spanish language.

Program of Studies
Spanish as a Second Language
Español como Lengua Extranjera (ELE) – Grades 7-8-9
This course will focus on beginner and intermediate Spanish grammar, writing,
oral comprehension, and conversation skills. It will incorporate short stories,
movie studies, geography, and an introduction to political landscape in Latin
America, the United States, and Spain.
ELE 10-20-30 (Grade 10)
Spanish 30 is designed for students who have previously studied Spanish.
This course will continue its focus on intermediate Spanish writing, grammar,
oral comprehsension, and conversation skills, including vocabulary lists, oral
comprehension activities, dialogues, compositions, skits, games, and videos.

DELE (A1-A2)
Diplomas of Spanish as a Foreign Language (DELE) are official titles certifying
a degree of competence and mastery of the Spanish language, granted by
the Ministry of Education, Culture, and Sport of Spain. The Instituto Cervantes
organizes examination sessions, while the Universidad de Salamanca in Spain
designs the exams and is in charge of corrections and the final evaluation of
all exams.
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Summer Spanish Immersion & Cultural Experience in Costa Rica
This is an amazing opportunity for students to practice their Spanish while
travelling around this gorgeous country. We make so many friends at the local
high school and practice our Spanish as we travel! We have Spanish classes
every day during the week at Academia Tica, the Spanish Language school
where we study and live for two full weeks. Academia Tica is an Instituto
Cervantes Accredited Centre and uses international standards, modern
methodologies, and has highly-trained and caring teachers in small group
settings. The residences are comfortable, colourful and homey! We participate
in interesting and fun activities, go on daily excursions, as well as a weekend trip
to Arenal Volcano National Park, with guides providing tours in Spanish. This is
what our students said about this trip:
“COSTA Y ACADEMIA TICA FUERON ESPECTACULARES Y NO PUEDO
ESPERAR A VOLVER AQUÍ”
“Costa Rica and Academia Tica were spectacular and I can’t wait to come back!”
~WIC Student
“¡MI EXPERIENCIA EN COSTA RICA FUE INCREÍBLE….APRENDÍ QUE COSTA
RICA ES UN PAIS HERMOSO, Y ACADEMIA TICA ES ASOMBROSA!”
“My experience in Costa Rica was incredible…I learned that Costa Rica is a
beautiful country and Academia Tica is amazing.” ~WIC student

WIC Bilingual Diploma
•

In addition to the Alberta High School Diploma, students can earn a Bilingual
Diploma.

•

The key requirement is that students study in two languages (French &
English).

•

The Bilingual Diploma is awarded to those Grade 12 students who have
successfully completed 45 credits of study in which the language of
instruction was French, one DELF Diploma (B1 or B2) and the AP French
Language & Culture.

Bilingual Diploma Laureates, 2018
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Program of studies
FLA – Mathématiques – Science – Études Sociales – Éducation Physique – Fine
Arts – ELA (Grades 7-9)
PATs IN FLA – Mathématiques – Science – Études Sociales (Grade 9)
AP French Language & Culture (Grade 11) 			
DELF B1 (Grade 9) / B2 (Grade 12)

		

					

French Language Arts 10-20-30
Éducation Physique 10-1 (Grade 10)
Mathématiques 10-20 (Grades 10-11)

					
					

Études Sociales 10-20-30 (Grades 10-12)
•

WIC Bilingual Diploma – school average: 82%

•

Bilingual scholarships. Most post-secondary institutions have a special
program for bilingual students.

•

The Bilingual Diploma is also defined as a means to describe and measure
language proficiency, cultural experiences, and to stand out at the postsecondary level. In fact, the ability to master two languages is not just
impressive, it is award-worthy. That is why scholarship providers like to
reward language-loving students with bilingual scholarships. Most postsecondary institutions have a special program for bilingual students. For
example, the universities of Ottawa, McGill, and Alberta (Campus Saint-Jean)
have generous scholarships for bilingual students in Environmental Science,
Engineering (First year), Business (BAA/BCom), Arts, Education, Nursing,
Law and Faculty of Medicine (Postgraduate Medical Education).

•

They often get credited up to six credits for the first year on top of bilingual
scholarships. In 2017-2018, 75% of the laureates of the WIC Bilingual Diploma
received a scholarship.

•

At the international level, the University of Alberta has more than 40
exchange programs with post-secondary institutions worldwide.

•

Every year, we welcome Patrick Cajina Cortez, Co-ordinator, Public
Relations for the University of Alberta/Campus Saint-Jean. The partnership
opportunities with some Canadian post-secondary institutions (Universities
of Ottawa and Moncton) and international institutions are endless for
bilingual students.

For more detailed information, please contact Ms. Sandrine Berezowski, Director
of International Languages & Culture, by email at sandrineberezowski@mywic.ca.
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WIC – A Global Community
Le saviez-vous ?
•

100% of our students attained a 30-level language

•

30% of our staff is bilingual either in English/French or in English/Spanish

•

20% of the WIC student population is in the French Immersion stream
(Grades 7-12)

•

34% of the WIC student population is in the French as a Second Language
stream (Grades 7-10)

•

46% of the WIC student population is in the Spanish as a Second Language
stream (Grades 7-10)

•

School Average on the Provincial Achievement Test (PATs) in French
Language Arts: 80%

•

School Average on the Provincial Achievement Test (PATs) in English
Language Arts (F.I stream): 80%

•

AP French 35 Language & Culture - School Average AP Mark: 85% - Best
overall AP results at WIC

•

WIC Bilingual Diploma (Grade 12) School Average: 82%

•

French 30 (Grade 10) School Average: 85%

•

Spanish 30 (Grade 10) School Average: 84%

•

DELF (A1-A2-B1-B2) School Average: 84%

Costa Rica
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